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PARKER'S LEYITICUS AND NUMBERS.* 



Sixteen of these discourses deal with Leviticus ; twenty-five with Numbers. 
They show the power of the London preacher in solving the problem of interest- 
ing men and women of to-day in the rich but remote and deep mines of Hebrew 
ritual and ceremonial law. And the subject is illuminated as by electric light. 
The grand, eternal, universal principles underlying those books are seized and 
expounded with strength and beauty. The sermons remind one of Talmage 
without his sensationalism and with infinitely more intellectual power. There is 
the same quickness at grasping analogies, the same flashing wit, the same keen 
application of truth to life,, with deeper insight, broader knowledge, finer style, 
stronger effect. As illustrations, the reader may be referred to the sermon on 
Lev. vi., IS, " The Continual Burning," where the law of the continual fire on 
the altar is made to yield the theme of " The Consecrated Life ; " Num. x., 1-10, 
the law of the Trumpets introduces a sermon on " The Trumpets of Provi- 
dence ; " the law of Fringes supplies the preacher with " The Fringes of Chris- 
tianity," which are the Sabbath, the Sacraments, the Bible and the Sanctuary. 
There are four discourses on Balaam which are to us unsatisfactory in leaving us 
with no unified conception of his character. No one can fail to be interested and 
stimulated by a perusal of this book. The author's versatility is truly amazing. 



WHAT DOES HISTORY TEACH J* 



Or, rather, what does Prof. Blackie think it teaches ? Two lectures express 
the views of this wise and liberal Greek Scotchman in his frank, plain style, on 
the Church and the State. "What does history tell us about their beginnings, 
progress and future ? In making up the verdict, Prof. Blackie takes a broad view 
of institutions and peoples, and hence, makes many generalizations more glittering 
and fascinating, we fear, than wholly true. The problem must be studied vertic- 
ally as well as horizontally. Society is deep as well as wide. But the book is 
f ulVof life and thought, and its remarks on democracy are of especial interest to 
Americans. The Professor's religious ideas would be a little too loose for the 
orthodox believer, as his political views are too narrow for democratic America. 
Strike a balance and you will justify his favorite maxim of the Stagirite, all ex- 
tremes are wrong. 



* PABKEa's People's Bible: Leviticus— Numbers xxvi. New York: Funk & WagnalVs. 
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* What Does History Teach 1 Two Lectures. By John Stuart Blackie. New York: Chas. 
Seribner's Sons, 18S6. Price, T5 cents. 



